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SOUTHWEST COASTAL DESIGN REVIEW / CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 @ 6:00 P.M. Arch Cape Fire Hall, 79816 E Beach Road 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER (George Cerelli, Chairperson) 6:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC - This is an opportunity for anyone to give a brief 
presentation (3 minutes or less) to the Committee on any land use planning issue or county 
concern that is not on the agenda. 

4. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: 
 September 16, 2009 (pending) 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR / MINOR REVIEW ITEMS  
 Calhoun – Tree Removal Request 

 Applicant is requesting to modify their tree plan thereby removing the four trees 
located in the northeastern corner of the lot. The applicant has provided a letter from a 
certified arborist identifying the potential hazard the trees present (material included). 

 December 16, 2009 next regularly scheduled Design Review meeting.  

6. PUBLIC HEARINGS / MAJOR DESIGN REVIEW: 
 Petrina / Hasenberg - Road Extension: no new information 

7. OTHER DISCUSSION 
 This is a chance for the committee to discuss and invite testimony from outside agents 

regarding topics of interest. 

8. ADJOURN 

http://www.co.clatsop.or.us/
mailto:comdev@co.clatsop.or.us


 

 
 

This Page Left Blank Intentionally  



October 15, 2009 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
We are requesting to remove the four trees next to our house that we 
are building.  We already have permission to take down one of them. 
The reason for taking down the rest of the trees is due to the fact that 
they were dead even before we started building.  It is a safety hazard 
for us and to people driving by.  We do not want to take them down but 
due to what an Arborist said to us, he highly recommended they be 
removed (You can see what he has to say on his report). We need to be 
safe!! 
 
Of course we will plant trees in its place.  We will put five trees up in its 
place. It will be a mixture of Spruce and Pine trees.  Thank you for 
taking the time to consider this matter. 
 
Chad Calhoun  



10/14/09 
 
Bigby’s Columbia Tree Service LLC 
ISA Certified Arborist #PN-6848A 
CCB # 158562 
503-791-0767 
www.bigbystreeservice.com 
Jason Bigby-Owner 
 
 
 
To Chad Calhoun & The Design & Review Board of Arch Cape, OR: 
 
 
This report is regarding the 4 Hemlock trees of concern on the SE corner of Mr. Calhoun’s property at 
80302 Woodland Hts. Rd.  The trees are all at risk for a number of reasons.  The tree closest to the 
house shows signs of rot approximately 20’ up the trunk.  Also observed are mushrooms growing at 
the base of the trees.  This is common with weakened/stressed trees or trees in decline.  Grade changes 
to the land have been made during the construction of the home.  This has changed the soil layers and 
now there is an abundance of clay material around the trees and the over all grade has been raised.  
This will affect the trees ability to absorb water and oxygen through the feeding roots that are present 
in the first foot of soil.  Furthermore, during construction, the root systems have been damaged from 
the digging of the foundation. The utility trench that runs on the east side of the trees toward the house 
also raises concern for root damage on the East side of the trees.  A number of the trees also show 
signs of dead wood, hanging dead limbs and defects in the trunk structure.  In general hemlock trees do 
not do well when they have been damaged and typically begin to decline.  Also root rot is very 
common in hemlocks that are near homes.  Considering the information mentioned above, one can 
clearly see that the four hemlock trees pose a safety concern.   
 
Recommendations: 
 
Remove the four hemlock trees on the SE side of the house. 
Replant the area with spruce or pine trees that can be managed as they grow and mature.  Proper 
planting and pruning of the new trees will add to the longevity and safety of the trees, the house and 
the neighborhood as a whole for many years.   
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jason Bigby 
ISA Certified Arborist 
 
 
 

http://www.bigbystreeservice.com/
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August 5, 2009  

 

Arch Cape Design Review Board 

Land Use Planning 

800 Exchange St., Suite 100 

Astoria, OR 97103 

 

RE: Calhoun tree removal request 

 

Board Members, 

 

The Calhouns bought a large forested lot in a community that requires that the natural landscape be 

conserved as much as possible during development. 

 

Regarding Arch Cape’s land use and development requirements, Section 1.046 of the Clatsop County 

Land and Water Development and Use Ordinance states:  

 
In development of the site, the Calhouns have not worked with their contractors to preserve the 

landscape in its natural state to the maximum state possible.  The entire lot has been graded and 

cleared, except for the four trees in the SE corner of the lot that the Board directed them to keep.  

Excavation work around their roots may have impacted even those trees. They even cleared the road 

right-of-way of all vegetation.  I believe that with proper direction and oversight, the entire lot did not 

need to be cleared and thus, it is in violation of the code.   

 

I ask that the Board require that the landowner provide a letter from a board-certified arborist ensuring 

that any more trees removed be in imminent danger of falling.  Furthermore, I ask that the Board 

require that any trees removed henceforward be replaced on the lot by an equivalent native tree 

(western hemlock, western red cedar, or Sitka spruce) at least 4 feet in height. 

 

In addition, to remedy the loss of the native vegetation, I ask that the Board or County staff require the 

landowner at minimum replant the entire strip (from the southwest to the southeast corners) between 

the garage and Hemlock with entirely native shrub and tree species that were there previously.  

Appropriate native plants include: the conifer trees listed above, red alder, vine maple, salal, sword fern, 

red elderberry, evergreen huckleberry, red huckleberry, and salmon berry.  The watershed council may 

be able to provide guidance and help on this project.  The council coordinator, Madeline Dalton can be 

reached at (503) 325-0435 x16. 

 

Thank you. Sincerely, 

Nadia Gardner 

80285 Woodland Rd  

Arch Cape, OR 97110 
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